
 

 

Group description  

Background 

We want to create an information resource for family and friends of adults diagnosed with blood 

cancer, for use at the point of diagnosis and in the weeks and months afterwards. The aims of the 

resource are to: 

• give emotional support 

• offer insights into how a loved one may be feeling 

• provide information on how to support a loved one 

• signpost to further practical and emotional support. 

Values  

Our values as an organisation are:  

• Striving for results  

• United as a family  

• Standing in others’ shoes 

• Making knowledge count  

Involving people with lived experience of blood cancer embodies these values. If we listen, reflect 

and act on what we’ve heard, we will make sure our work has maximum impact. 

Why your involvement is important  

As a family member or friend of someone with a diagnosis of blood cancer, you know best what 

people need when they find themselves in that difficult position, and what’s likely to help. We are 

hoping to involve a range of people with varying experiences so we can find common ground, but 

also address different people’s needs, so the information is as inclusive as possible. 

What is the aim of the group?  

The aims of the group are to: 

• provide insights into the practical and emotional effects of an adult you care about having blood 

cancer 

• make sure the information we produce together is useful and relevant to people in a similar 

situation.  

This is a co-creation project, where people with lived experience and Blood Cancer UK staff combine 

their knowledge and skills to meet the needs of the community. 

 

About the role 



Location:  
Virtual/remote  
 

What is involved? 
We will ask you to use your experience as a family member, friend or carer of an adult with blood 

cancer to help us shape the content, type and style of the information we produce. 

What type of experience is required? 
• You need direct experience of living with or being close to an adult with a diagnosis of any type 

of blood cancer (leukaemia, lymphoma, myeloma, MDS, MPNs etc.)  

• You can use Zoom and are happy to share your experiences and opinions with members of the 

health information team and potentially a few other volunteers. 

• You will need to view online information and pdfs. 

How much time do I need to give? 
Group A: We are looking for a small group of people to attend up to four Zoom workshops once a 

fortnight, for one hour (times to be agreed, evenings are possible). You may be asked to look at 

written or visual materials before each session. 

Group B: We are also looking for people to review a prototype of the information resource and 

commit to a one-hour individual interview via Zoom with a member of the health information team. 

What will I get out of it? 
You will help create and improve information for other people affected by a loved one’s blood 
cancer diagnosis. You will understand more about the process of developing health information 
through co-creation. 
 

Timelines and processes  

Group A workshops are planned to take place from mid-October to early December. 
 
Group B prototype research interviews are likely to take place in January 2022. 

 
How do I register my interest? 
Please contact Rachel Yarham, Health Information Editor, at ryarham@bloodcancer.org.uk to 

register your interest and ask any questions you may have. The closing date for expressions of 

interest is Monday 11 October 2021. 
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