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Can you help improve cancer services at Addenbrooke’s Hospital? 

Cancer patients and their carers are being invited to help design and improve care for 

people living with cancer, both now and in the future. 

Addenbrooke’s Cancer Patient Partnership Group (CPPG) is keen to hear from anyone with 

experience of cancer, whether they are a patient, carer or family member. 

Your feedback will help transform the care the hospital is able to provide both now, and in 

the future, when the proposed new Cambridge Cancer Research Hospital opens in 2025. 

Poised to radically transform outcomes for millions of people across the globe, Cambridge 

Cancer will combine clinical expertise from Addenbrooke's Hospital with cutting-edge 

research from the Cancer Research UK Cambridge Centre and the University of Cambridge.  

This will enable doctors and researchers to bring the research bench to the patients’ beside, 

helping to rewrite the story of cancer. Hearing what patients and their carers have to say 

now will help shape how those services are provided.  Read more here 

https://www.cambridgecancer.org.uk/ . 

As well as contributing to plans for the new hospital, the CPPG has already been 

instrumental in helping plan the refurbishment of the Oncology Outpatients clinic area at 

Addenbrooke’s and encouraging doctors to write clinic letters directly to patients, copying in 

the GP, rather than the other way round. 

Since the start of Covid the CPPG has also helped shape how the hospital communicates 

with patients about potential delays, getting bloods tests done without coming into hospital, 

and changing to video or telephone appointments. 

Some members of the CPPG have also taken part in creating a video targeted at staff to 

highlight the importance involving patients in planning their care.   

Lenja Bell, Macmillan Co-production Lead, based at Addenbrooke’s, said: “Doctors and 

nurses are great at providing the clinical expertise, but it is only by listening to people with 

lived experience of cancer that we can really provide a service which meets their needs. 

“The involvement and engagement of patients from planning through to implementation of 

services is known as ‘co-production’ and we would encourage anyone who is interested in 

taking part to contact us.” 

Patients and carers can be involved as little or much as suits them at any particular time. 

The agenda of the CPPG is driven by a committee of 15 to 20 people who meet (currently by 

digital means) up to six times a year.   

In addition there is a wider group of more than 30 members who can opt to be on a variety of 

sub-groups according to their particular interests and the time they are able to commit, or 

they can simply feedback via email.   

The CPPG is keen to reflect the diversity and demographics of patients using Addenbrooke’s 

Cancer Services and would particularly welcome members from the Black, Asian and 

Minority Ethnic and LGBT+ communities, plus anyone under 50 and representatives from 

the Armed Forces. 

https://www.cambridgecancer.org.uk/
https://vimeo.com/395135251
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If you or a loved one have experience of being treated for cancer at Addenbrooke’s, the 

CPPG would love to hear from you. For more information contact Lenja Bell on 

cppg@addenbrookes.nhs.uk or 07729 105550, or see:  https://www.cuh.nhs.uk/our-

services/cancer-services/cancer-support-services/addenbrookes-cancer-patient-partnership-

group/ 

 

 

A CPPG Committee Meeting (pre COVID) 
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